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Abstract
(abstract containing less than 250 words)
Lumbini Province, located in southwestern Nepal, is a region of exceptional biodiversity that harbors a diverse avifaunal community due to its varied habitats, including wetlands, forests, grasslands, and agricultural fields. This study investigates the diversity and distribution of bird species across the province, aiming to contribute to avian conservation and habitat management. A total of X species was recorded during field surveys conducted across different ecological zones, ranging from the Terai lowlands to mid-hills. Species diversity was highest in wetland ecosystems, such as the Gaidahawa and Jagadishpur reservoirs, which are globally recognized as Important Bird Areas. Endangered and vulnerable species, including the Sarus Crane (Grus antigone) and Bengal Florican (Houbaropsis bengalensis), were identified, highlighting the conservation significance of the region. Seasonal migration also played a vital role in shaping species composition, with a marked increase in waterbirds during winter months. The study further analyzed the impacts of anthropogenic activities, such as habitat fragmentation and agricultural expansion, on bird distribution. Key findings suggest that areas with minimal human interference supported higher bird diversity. This underscores the need for sustainable land-use practices and strengthened conservation policies to mitigate threats. The research emphasizes the importance of Lumbini Province as a critical habitat for both residents and migratory birds. It advocates for community-based conservation initiatives and enhanced protected area management to safeguard this avian biodiversity hotspot. The findings serve as a baseline for future ecological studies and conservation planning in the region.
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